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225 Bowman Road, Hanover, PA 17331      
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Dear Manheim Parents/Guardians, 

As a parent, you are your child's first - and most important - teacher. Here are three ways 
you can help your child become a better reader. 

1. Read yourself. Your actions really do speak louder than your 
words. When your kids see you reading the newspaper or curling 
up with a book, they will want to follow your example. 

2. Make sure your children read every day. Reading - like 
shooting baskets and playing the piano - is a skill. Like other skills, 
it gets better with practice. Researchers have found that children 
who spend at least 30 minutes a day reading for fun - whether they 
read books, newspapers, or magazines - develop the skills to be 
better readers at school. 

3. Get the library habit. Make sure everyone in your family has a 
library card and schedule regular trips to the library. While you are 
there, check out a book yourself! 

Don’t forget to check out my new “blog” at http://vikingtimes.edublogs.org/ where you 
will find updates on what’s happening at Manheim.  You will also find the electronic 
version of all my monthly newsletters there and be able to sign up for email notifications 
when the site has been updated.  This site can also be accessed from the Manheim 
Elementary website under the name “Principal’s Blog”. 
 
Also, please make note that the first marking period ends on November 5th.  If you have 
any concerns or questions about your child’s progress up to this point please feel free to 
contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Brian M. Cromer 
Principal 

                                                                                                                 
�������������������������������������	
������	
������	
������	
�����
�
�
�
���������  

 
 
 
 

 
Manheim Mission Statement  The mission of Manheim 
Elementary School is to provide a safe and nurturing learning 
environment where all individuals are recognized and encouraged 
to meet their full potential. With a spirit of cooperation, we the 
faculty, staff, parents, and community dedicate ourselves to the 
development of a strong physical, emotional, and intellectual 
foundation for lifelong learning and responsible citizenship. 
 



 

Manheim Reminders/Announcements 
 
 

CLOTHING, RECESS, & LOST AND FOUND  
 

With colder weather fast approaching, students will soon be required to wear 
jackets when going out to recess. 
 
Please remember to mark your child’s clothing and other belongings with their name.   

Items such as hats, gloves, jackets, sweatshirts, coats, lunch boxes, etc. should 
be marked so they may be returned if lost. 
 
Manheim’s Lost and Found tub is now located at the front entrance to the 
school, just inside the doors.  Please feel free to stop by and check these items 
at any time!  

 
KITCHEN TIDBITS  

 
There are five components to a school lunch.  The components are:  
a protein, vegetable, fruit, bread, and milk.  A student must have at 
least three of the five components each day on their lunch trays or 
they will be charged ala carte prices.  It is important that students, 
especially those in reduced or free lunch programs, have three components so they 
do not get charged ala carte prices on their account.  If a student only wants a milk, 
then .50 cents will be charged to their account whether they are on a meal program or not.  Milk alone is 
always .50 cents.  To view cafeteria account usage for your child, visit www.mynutrikids.com, or 
locate the link on the district website at www.swsd.k12.pa.us. 
 
 

INCLEMENT WEATHER PROCEDURES  
 
 If a 2-hour delay occurs due to inclement weather, transportation arrangements will 
remain the same with the school buses arriving 2 hours later than normal pick-up time. 
The cafeteria does not serve breakfast when there is a 2-hour delay. 
It is also suggested that you remind your child how he/she is to leave the school on an 
early dismissal day due to inclement weather or an Act 80 early dismissal day as 
indicated on your form that was filled out and returned at the beginning of the year. (Act 
80 early dismissal days are scheduled for January 22, January 25 and June 10, 2010) 

 
KINDERGARTEN  SCHEDULE FOR TWO  HOUR DELAYS:  

The morning session will begin at 9:45 a.m. and dismiss at 11:45 a.m. 
The afternoon session will begin at 12:20 p.m. and dismiss at 2:20 p.m. 

 
Transportation arrangements will remain the same – the morning session will arrive by 
bus and dismiss to private vehicles and the afternoon session will arrive in private 
vehicles and return home by bus.  In the event of a delayed opening, doors will be 
opened at 9:35 a.m. for morning kindergarten students and at 12:10 p.m. for 
afternoon kindergarten students. 



 

Manheim Reminders/Announcements 
 
 

DISMISSAL NOTES 
 

Changes in the way that your child travels home should be limited as 
much as possible.  If you must change your child’s dismissal due to an 
emergency, please keep these procedures in mind: 
 
For Bus Rider Changes:  A written or e-mailed note is required ahead of time from the 
parent of the student who is traveling differently.  This note must include the bus number 
that the student is to take home and the reason for the change.  If the student is going to 
another student’s home, a note is required from that student’s home also.  The written 
notice(s) should be provided to the classroom teacher who will then forward them to the 
Office.  The student will then be issued a bus pass for dismissal. 
 
For Car Riders:  A written or e-mailed note should be provided stating that the student 
is to be a car-rider at dismissal.  The note must include the name of the person who will 
be picking up the student.  The student will then be issued a car-rider pass for dismissal.  
Car riders are dismissed at Manheim’s front entrance.  Vehicles should form a line at the 
curb and wait for their child.  Please do not use the bus entrance for car rider pick up. 
 

 
COMMUNITY PORTAL  

 
Using the Community Portal will provide you access to your child’s 
attendance and report card.  Teachers who will be utilizing other 
components of the system will be contacting parents directly to inform them 
of those components. 

 
If you would like access to the Community Portal, you will need to sign up for a school-
generated personal identification number (PIN) in order to log in to the Sapphire 
Community Portal.  The first time you log in to the Community Portal, you will need to 
create an account for yourself using the instructions provided.  
 
Please visit http://sapphire.swsd.k12.pa.us/parent/ and complete the registration form by 
clicking on the ‘Community Portal application and acceptable use policy form’ link and 
set up your individual account.  The Community Portal will prompt you for the district 
keyword which is Mustangs.  Once completed, please print out and return the application 
to school with your child.  A notification letter containing a PIN will then be emailed to 
you.  If you have any questions regarding the use of the Community Portal, please 
contact our office at 229-2930 or 632-2500 ext. 24922. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

For Sight 
VISION CENTER 

 
KID’S SIGHT 

 
Free* Children’s Vision Examination and Glasses 

Adults* as schedule permits 
*Free for those without insurance and family income at or below 200% federal guidelines.   

Must have social security number. 
 

Saturday, October 17, 2009 
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

ForSight Vision * 1380 Spahn Avenue * York, Pa. 17403 
Rabbittransit – Route 5 B 

 
TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT CALL 848-1690 x 108 

Limited Transportation Available 
Call 848-1690 X 103 

 
Ninety percent of all information is transferred to the brain via the eyes.  Most vision problems are 
correctable, at least to some degree.  Impaired vision is most damaging in primary grades because it is at 
these grade levels that the foundations for learning are taught.  Those children with vision loss severe enough 
to require special educational opportunities must be identified early if they are to be helped. 
 

Please note that space is limited and pre-registration is advised 
 

Vision Exam and Glasses 
 

VSP Mobile Eye Clinic 
 

Healthy York Network 
Application assistance will be available including MA and CHIP 

 
Sponsors 

Representative Eugene DePasquale 
Healthy York Network 

Rotary Club of York – North 
 

According to a 2005, report by the National Institutes of Health, National Eye Institute, “It is estimated that 
up to 15 percent of preschool children between the ages of three and five have an eye or vision condition 
that, if not corrected, can result in reduced vision.” 
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OCTOBER DATES TO REMEMBER  
 
 October 2  Project Harmony Spirit Day – Project Harmony T-Shirt or black & white 
 

October 5  Elementary Parent Visitation, 12:50-2:20 p.m. 
    Elementary SWEPT Meeting, 6:30 p.m., West Manheim Elem 
. 
 October 6  Elementary Parent Visitation, 8:30-10:00 a.m. 
 
 October 7  Elementary Parent Visitation, 12:50-2:20 p.m. 
 
 October 8  Elementary Parent Visitation, 8:30-10:00 a.m. 
 
 October 9  Manheim Parents Night Out, 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
 
 October 12 & 13 SCHOOLS CLOSED 
 
 October 15  Manheim PTA “Fun’D” Run, Phys-Ed class 

Fire Drill 
 
 October 16  Blackout, All Schools – wear black & white - South Western colors 
 
 October 17  Black & White Goes Green, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Park Hills 
  
 October 19  National School Bus Safety Week 
 
 October 22  Field Trip, Kindergarten, Grey Wolf Farm, New Oxford, 11:15 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
 
 October 23  Manheim Fall Party, 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
 
 October 30  Manheim Spirit Day – wear Manheim T-Shirt or purple & gold 
 

LOOKING AHEAD – NOVEMBER DATES TO REMEMBER  
 

 November 3  4Sight Reading Test 2, Gr. 3-5 
 November 5  4Sight Math Test 2, Gr. 3 – 5 
    1st Marking Period Ends 
 November 6  Project Harmony Spirit Day 
 November 10  Assembly, Wonders of the Rainforest, 10:00 a.m. 
 November 11-13 Manheim Book Fair 
 November 12  Parent-Teacher Conferences 4:00-8:00 p.m.  By teacher appointment 
 November 13  SCHOOLS CLOSED - Teacher Conferences By teacher appointment 
 November 20  Manheim Spirit Day  
 November 23  Human Growth & Development, Grade 4 
 November 25-30 SCHOOLS CLOSED – Thanksgiving Break 
 

We’re on the web at:  www.swsd.k12.pa.us 
 


